Statement of Belief

We are a Jesus church. A small tribe of His followers connected by our
common faith and a deep desire to see our community and the world come
to know His power and beauty. We are not perfect. But Jesus is. Thankfully,
we are a Jesus church. We live in shifting times but are rooted in eternal
Truths, the teachings of Holy Scripture. We are a part of a movement that
began with Jesus and has endured and prospered for over two millennia.
Here at One City, we are guided by certain foundational beliefs and
shaping values. Our theological foundations include, but aren’t limited to,
the following statements of belief.

\\ 01. Scripture

The Scriptures are the complete and inerrant, God-breathed story of God,
humanity and God’s mission in the whole world. Under the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, the 66 books that make up Scripture were written by human
authors in the language and cultural context of their time. They are free
from errors and are the ultimate authority for all aspects of life.

Exodus 24:4a: “Moses then wrote down everything the Lord had said.”

Deuteronomy 4:1-2: “Now, Israel, hear the decrees and laws | am about
to teach you. Follow them so that you may live and may go in and take
possession of the land the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving you.
Do not add to what | command you and do not subtract from it, but keep
the commands of the Lord your God that | give you.”

Psalm 19:7-10: “The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul. The

statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. The precepts
of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the Lord are

One City Church 7/26



radiant, giving light to the eyes. The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring
forever. The decrees of the Lord are firm, and all of them are righteous.
They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter
than honey, than honey from the honeycomb.”

Matthew 5:17-18: “Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; | have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly | tell

you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least

stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything
is accomplished.”

2 Timothy 3:16-17: “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the
servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

Hebrews 4:12: “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any
double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints
and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”

2 Peter 1:19-21: “We also have the prophetic message as something
completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in
your hearts. Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture
came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. For prophecy
never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”

Revelation 22:18-21: “| warn everyone who hears the words of the
prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to
that person the plagues described in this scroll. And if anyone takes words
away from this scroll of prophecy, God will take away from that person any
share in the tree of life and in the Holy City, which are described in this
scroll. He who testifies to these things says, ‘Yes, | am coming soon.’
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s
people. Amen.”

\\ 02. The Triune God

God exists, without division, through the three persons of the Trinity:
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Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God the father is Creator, Sustainer, and
sovereign King over all of creation. He is infinite, eternal, and unchanging in
His wisdom, power, holiness, love, justice, goodness, and truth. He is the
knowable God who made a way for humanity to be in a personal
relationship with Himself. We affirm the Westminster Confession: “The chief
end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.” We believe, therefore,
that all things exist for the glory of God. Jesus is the one and only Son of
God, born of a virgin, both fully God and fully man. While on earth, He lived
a sinless life. He was crucified and buried as an atoning sacrifice, thus
paying the sin debt owed by humanity. He was raised from the dead, in
bodily form, after three days in the grave, thus conquering death once and
for all and fulfilling God’s promise to save mankind from sin. Sometime
after His resurrection, He ascended into heaven where He sits at the right
hand of God the Father, as head of the church and intermediary between
God and man. At the end of this age, at a time that no man can know, He
will return to establish His Kingdom on a renewed earth. The Holy Spirit is
God. He produces faith and brings conviction of sin to the human heart. All
those who have placed their faith in Jesus receive Him at the point of
salvation and are united to God’s family, the Church. Life on earth is to be
lived in His power, enabling believers to live distinctive lives. He serves as
the seal of salvation until Christ’s return.

God the Father

Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
Deuteronomy 6:4: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.”
Psalm 115:3: “Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him.”
Jeremiah 10:10: “But the Lord is the true God; he is the living God, the
eternal King. When he is angry, the earth trembles; the nations cannot

endure his wrath.”

John 1:3: “Through him all things were made; without him nothing was
made that has been made.”

Romans 11:36: “For from him and through him and for him are all things.
To him be the glory forever! Amen.”
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1 Corinthians 8:4—6: “So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We
know that ‘An idol is nothing at all in the world’ and that “There is no God
but one.’ For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on
earth (as indeed there are many ‘gods’ and many ‘lords’), yet for us there is
but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live;
and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and
through whom we live.”

1 Timothy 1:17: “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God,
be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.”

Ephesians 1:3-6: “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual
blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world
to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption
to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—
to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One
he loves.”

Jesus

Isaiah 53:10-12: “Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to
suffer, and though the Lord makes his life an offering for sin, he will see his
offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in his
hand. After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by
his knowledge, my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their
iniquities. Therefore, | will give him a portion among the great, and he will
divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death,
and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.”

Matthew 1:18, 25: “This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about:
His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they
came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. But
he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he
gave him the name Jesus.”

Luke 2:4-7: “So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee
to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the
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house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were
there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger,
because there was no guest room available for them.”

Luke 24:36—43: “While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself
stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ They were
startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them, ‘Why
are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands
and my feet. It is | myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh
and bones, as you see | have.” When he had said this, he showed them his
hands and feet. And while they still did not believe it because of joy and
amazement, he asked them, ‘Do you have anything here to eat?’ They
gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence.”

John 1:1-2: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.”

John 1:14: “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth.”

Romans 5:6-8: “You see, at just the right time, when we were still
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a
righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare
to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.”

Romans 8:34: “Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus
who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of
God and is also interceding for us.”

Philippians 2:5-11: “In your relationships with one another, have the same
mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider
equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he
made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in
human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled
himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! Therefore
God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above
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every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

Colossians 1:15-20: “The Son is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn over all creation. For in him all things were created: things in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or
rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him.
He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from
among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For
God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven,
by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.”

Hebrews 1:1-3: “In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the
prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through
whom also he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God'’s glory
and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his
powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at
the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.”

Revelation 12:10: “Then | heard a loud voice in heaven say: ‘Now have
come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the
authority of his Messiah. For the accuser of our brothers and sisters, who
accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down.”

Holy Spirit

John 14:16-17: “And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another
advocate to help you and be with you forever—the Spirit of truth. The world
cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you
know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.”

John 15:26-27: “When the Advocate comes, whom | will send to you from
the Father—the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father—he will testify
about me. And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the
beginning.”
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John 16:14: “He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive
what he will make known to you.”

Romans 8:9: “You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the
realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone
does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ.”

1 Corinthians 3:16: “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple
and that God'’s Spirit dwells in your midst?”

Ephesians 1:13-14: “And you also were included in Christ when you
heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you
believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,
who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those
who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.”

Ephesians 4:30: “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you
were sealed for the day of redemption.”

Genesis 1:26: “Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our
likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the
sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures
that move along the ground.™

Matthew 3:16-17: “As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the
water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said,
‘“This is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well pleased.”

John 1:1-3: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.”

John 4:24: “God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and
in truth.”

Acts 1:8: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you;

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.”
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Romans 1:19-20: “Since what may be known about God is plain to them,
because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world
God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been
clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people
are without excuse.”

2 Corinthians 13:14: “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love
of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”

Matthew 28:19-20: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And
surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

\\ 03. Human Beings

God created Adam and Eve, the first parents of all humanity, in His image
as the pinnacle of His created handiwork. This creation was “very good” in
the eyes of God. Humanity was uniquely created male and female - distinct
from one another, but equal in status as image-bearers - to worship God by
loving Him and loving one another. The fact that all humanity is created in
God’s image means that every person from every race, ethnicity and social
status possesses dignity and is worthy of respect and love. Every man and
woman is created to glorify God. Some do so through singleness while
others do so through marriage. Marriage is an institution ordained by God
and intended to be a lifelong covenant between one man and one woman
to display Jesus’ sacrificial love for His bride, the Church, and the Church’s

love for Him.

Genesis 1:26-28: “Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in
our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in
the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the
creatures that move along the ground.” So God created mankind in his own
image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created
them. God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the
birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”
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Genesis 1:31: “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And
there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.”

Genesis 2:7: “Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man
became a living being.”

Genesis 2:21-24: “So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep
sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and then
closed up the place with flesh. Then the Lord God made a woman from the
rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. The man
said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be
called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” That is why a man leaves
his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.”

Genesis 3:20: “Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the
mother of all the living.”

Genesis 5:1-2: “This is the written account of Adam’s family line. When
God created mankind, he made them in the likeness of God. He created
them male and female and blessed them. And he named them “Mankind”
when they were created.”

Matthew 19:4: “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the
Creator ‘made them male and female.’

Mark 10:6-9: “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and
female.’ ‘For this reason, a man will leave his father and mother and be
united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” So they are no longer
two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, let no one
separate.”

Psalm 8:4-6: “What is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings
that you care for them? You have made them a little lower than the angels
and crowned them with glory and honor. You made them rulers over the
works of your hands; You put everything under their feet.”

Acts 17:26: “From one man he made all the nations, that they should

inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history
and the boundaries of their lands.”
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1 Corinthians 7:17: “Nevertheless, each person should live as a believer
in whatever situation the Lord has assigned to them, just as God has called
them. This is the rule | lay down in all the churches.”

1 Corinthians 7:32-35: “| would like you to be free from concern. An
unmarried man is concerned about the Lord’s affairs—how he can please
the Lord. But a married man is concerned about the affairs of this world—
how he can please his wife— and his interests are divided. An unmarried
woman or virgin is concerned about the Lord’s affairs: Her aim is to be
devoted to the Lord in both body and spirit. But a married woman is
concerned about the affairs of this world—how she can please her
husband. | am saying this for your own good, not to restrict you, but that
you may live in a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord.”

Ephesians 5:22-33: “Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as
you do to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the
head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the church
submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in
everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and
gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with
water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church,
without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In
this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He
who loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated their own
body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church—
for we are members of his body. “For this reason a man will leave his father
and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.”
This is a profound mystery—but | am talking about Christ and the church.
However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and
the wife must respect her husband.”

\\ 04. Sin

As the first parents of all mankind, Adam and Eve’s sin distorted and
marred all of humanity. Every person is sinful from birth and this sin
manifests itself in continued actions that are contrary to God’s perfect law.
Sin renders people spiritually dead, separates them from a holy God, and
makes it impossible for them to earn God’s favor on their own. Apart from
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the grace of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, sinners are objects of God’s
wrath and will spend forever separated from Him in hell.

Ephesians 2:1-3: “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and
sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world
and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in
those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time,
gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts.
Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.”

Romans 3:23: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

Romans 5:13-14: “To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was
given, but sin is not charged against anyone’s account where there is no
law. Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of
Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did
Adam, who is a pattern of the one to come.”

Romans 6:23: “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

1 John 3:4: “Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.”

John 8:34: “Jesus replied, ‘Very truly | tell you, everyone who sins is a
slave to sin.”

Mark 7:20-23: “He went on: ‘What comes out of a person is what defiles
them. For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil thoughts
come—sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit,
lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from
inside and defile a person.”

\\ 05. Redemption

We believe that the death of Jesus Christ was the final and complete
sacrifice for our sins. Salvation is obtained by grace through faith in Jesus
Christ alone. All who repent of their sins and receive Jesus Christ as Savior
and Lord are born again into eternal life as children of God.

One City Church 7/26



John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

Ephesians 1:11-14: “In him we were also chosen, having been
predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in
conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first
to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you also
were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of
your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the
promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until
the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his

glory.”

Colossians 1:21-23: “Once you were alienated from God and were
enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. But now he has
reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy
in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation—if you continue in
your faith, established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in
the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed
to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a
servant.”

\\ 06. Spiritual Maturity

Created by and for God, we seek to passionately pursue an intimate
relationship with God in response to His great love for us. We believe that
every true believer in Christ must not yield themselves to sinful passions
and instead must strive to pursue righteousness. To know God is the
ultimate treasure of the soul. More than outward forms, theologically
informed worship must encompass our entire existence, whereby in all
circumstances our words and actions bring glory to God.

Matthew 25:23: “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant!
You have been faithful with a few things; | will put you in charge of many
things. Come and share your master’s happiness!”

John 1:16-17: “Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of

grace already given. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ.”
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Acts 11:23: “When he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done,
he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all
their hearts.”

Ephesians 2:8-9: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that
no one can boast.”

\ 07. The Church

We believe that those who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ are united
in one Body, the Church, with Jesus as its head. This global community of
faith is expressed in local clusters, engaging culture on every front with
God’s hope and love. The church celebrates the sacraments of the Lord’s
Supper and believer’s baptism as a remembrance and testimony of Christ’s
life, death, burial,and resurrection. Church is not an organization you join,
but a family in which you belong. We are a CHURCH OF SIMPLE
CHURCHES. Scripture instructed and described elements of the church
that should work for all people, in all places, in all times. The church in
Scripture, throughout history, and around the world, practiced:

DISTRIBUTED Pastoral Leadership

Beyond elevated and separated clergy, pastors from among the people in
the congregation. A pastor available for all of the people. Each Simple
Church is carefully selected and led by a qualified, trained, accountable lay
pastor from One City who oversees the teaching, leadership and care of
each individual in their Simple Church.

DECENTRALIZED from Primary Place and Priest
Not a sacred place, with sacred people. The life of the church not centered
around a few people in a certain place. It is decentralized into homes in the

community in which we live.

DIVERSE Discipleship Communities Gathered Geographically
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Gathering geographically forces diversity. We are diverse generationally,
socio-economically, culturally, ethnically, singles and marrieds, and in
spiritual maturity, all living together in a family-like community.

We are a CHURCH OF SIMPLE CHURCHES: Many Simple Churches,
connected together as one... One City.

Under the oversight of the One City Board, our spiritual family is led by a
team of staff pastors. These pastors direct both the spiritual and strategic
aspects of the entire family as well as each Simple Church. We believe our
pastors are put in place to lead and guide the people in matters of practical
and eternal significance. All who serve One City, especially the pastors and
staff, are held to a standard that reflects the nature of their role.

Matthew 5:14-16: “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill
cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.
In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your
good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”

Matthew 16:18: “And | tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.”

Matthew 28:19-20: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And
surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Galatians 6:10: “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all
people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.”

Colossians 3:16: “Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as
you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms,
hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your
hearts.”

Acts 2:42-47: “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with
awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the
believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property
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and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they
continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number
daily those who were being saved.”

1 Corinthians 12:12-26: “Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but
all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. For we were all
baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles,
slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the
body is not made up of one part but of many. Now if the foot should say,
‘Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to the body,’ it would not for that
reason stop being part of the body. And if the ear should say, ‘Because | am
not an eye, | do not belong to the body,’ it would not for that reason stop
being part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the
sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the
sense of smell be? But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every
one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where
would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body. The eye
cannot say to the hand, ‘I don’t need you!’ And the head cannot say to the
feet, ‘I don’t need you!” On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem
to be weaker are indispensable, and the parts that we think are less
honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable
are treated with special modesty, while our presentable parts need no
special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor
to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body,
but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one part
suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices
with it.”

1 Timothy 3:1-13: “Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an
overseer desires a noble task. Now the overseer is to be above reproach,
faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able
to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome,
not a lover of money. He must manage his own family well and see that his
children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full respect. (If
anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take
care of God’s church?) He must not be a recent convert, or he may
become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. He must
also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into
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disgrace and into the devil’s trap. In the same way, deacons are to be
worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing
dishonest gain. They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a
clear conscience. They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing
against them, let them serve as deacons. In the same way, the women are
to be worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy
in everything. A deacon must be faithful to his wife and must manage his
children and his household well. Those who have served well gain an
excellent standing and great assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus.”
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